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Street side. Photo from Dawson Collection, SNHS 


In 1881, Horace B. Phillips bought land at the southwest corner 
of Franklin Street at Bank Street from D. C. Harrell. Perhaps Mr. 
Phillips had a new home constructed or a small house was on the 
site. The 1889 Sanborn Insurance map of Suffolk shows a house 
that was probably two rooms deep with a side hall, typical of Suffolk 
town homes of the period. There was a small one-story section at 
the rear. The 1894 Sanborn map shows that the bay wing on the 
Bank Street side had been added. There was, as well, now a small 
side entry on Bank Street. 


The 1907 Bird’s Eye View of Suffolk shows the French Second 
Empire house with its mansard roof. The present dining room and 
the two stories above had been added by then with, perhaps, a 
sleeping porch off the second floor bedroom. The house still faced 
Franklin Street. 


It is likely that some of the most significant changes occurred 
during the 1910-1920 decade after the Truitt mansion was built on 
Bank Street facing Franklin Street (Mr. Truitt demolished an earlier 
house to construct his new home here.). Apparently during that 
period, the Phillips’ porch was removed from the Franklin Street 
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facade. The Bank Street entrance was enlarged and made very 
elegant with leaded glass sidelights and a large mahogany door. 
The front parlor was enlarged to extend across the east end of the 
house. The second parlor, the room above it and the up and 
downstairs halls all became part of the dramatic entry hall with its 
graceful new staircase. 


Perhaps the kitchen, garden house, and garage were added at 
the same time. The original house was exposed brick but was 
covered with stucco after some of the major additions had been 
constructed. The mansard roof was covered with slate. Around 
1980, a manufactured shingle roof replaced the patterned roof. 


In the backyard is a garden house where an old Phillips family 
retainer was living when the Dawsons purchased the house. Our 
early picture of the backyard of the main house indicates that the 
garden house had a patterned slate roof similar to the one that was 
on the main house. The facade of the garage matched that of the 
kitchen by c. 1915. The picture also shows the wisteria arbor, the 
columns of which remain today. see back page 


The Dawsons 

Mr. Phillips ‘died in 1926 (HRM ee 
and Mrs. Phillips died in 1936.  (iiRAIMR rT aMmImMR een ck sin mnns — CC 
Around 1937-1939 Dr. and Mrs. 
Challis Dawson moved to the 
house and in 1941 they 
purchased it. They had come to 
Suffolk a decade before when 
Dr. Dawson accepted a position 
as public health officer here. 





32 SAINT-PRIVE Le ChAteau (Propridté de Mo Harplynles) 


Challis Haddon Dawson 
(1892-1980) was from 
Scotland, Illinois. He met his 
future wife while he was serving 
in France in World War I as a 
doctor with the American 
Expeditionary Force. Yvonne © 
Dienne (1892-1978) was avery | 
fine concert pianist who had | 
begun her studies at the Paris /§ 
Conservatory as a child. Before 
Dr. Dawson was sent home 
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from France, he and his | ~s + : : : i. Ss OR ee ‘ 
sweetheart were married. They Yvonne Dienne & her mother - France, 1912 Yvonne and Challis Dawson & friend — New York, 
lived in New York for several 1921 


years. He practiced medicine and she continued her musical career. 


In February of 1927, the Dawson’s only child, a son, was born in Paris. Mrs. Dawson had returned to France to work and to await 
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Gerard attended public schools in Suffolk, graduating from Suffolk High School in 1944. The 
senior class banquet was held at the Dawson house that year according to one source. 


The early decades of the Dawsons’ time in the house were busy ones. Dr. Dawson had gone into 
private practice and had his office in the house. The current breakfast room was his examining 
room. He was also quite artistic. The Historical Society is fortunate to have a number of paintings 
and drawings done by him, including some of the interior of the house. 





Mrs. Dawson — Louisville, Ky., July 
1923 Dr. Dawson — Camp Hill, Ala., 18 Nov. 1926 Dr. Dawson second from left. 1918 
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Dr. arid Mes Dawson in New York 7 920’s 


Mrs. Dawson (called Madame Dawson in Suffolk, much to her 
chagrin) eventually gave up her stage career and taught piano lessons in 
her parlor, often playing duets with her students on a second baby grand. 
Her student recitals were held here and they were followed by receptions 
in the dining room. The accompanying program from a 1930 performance 
gives a sketch of her rather illustrious career. 


Gerard went off to Harvard. In 1945, he enlisted in the Navy, 
afterwards returning to Harvard to finish his education. For the next two 
years after leaving Harvard, he traveled in Europe, perhaps using his 
mother’s family home outside Paris as a base. When he returned, he 
took up residence in New York. He worked in one or two different 
businesses before starting at Tiffany and Company on 5th Avenue where 
he worked for more than 30 years. 





Mrs. Dawn ae Gerard — Paris Prince 15 7s 1927 


ae 1 Diccteur 2t Madame 
Chellis H. Dar “SON, sont heureus 


faire part de la natssance 


sur fils GERARD. 
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Announcing Gerard's birth (shown actual size) 


He retired in the 1990’s. After his retirement, he spent winters in New York and 
summers in Suffolk at 137 Bank Street. He loved his family home and always had new 
house projects in the works. He particularly loved the garden and could often be seen 


working outside on even the hottest days. 


Gerard never came home for the summer of 2002. After many weeks in the hospital, 
he died in New York on July 15. He is buried with his parents at Cedar Hill Cemetery. 


They are buried near their good friends, Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Kilby. 


The Dawson home was left to the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society by Gerard Dawson as a 


memorial to his parents. The house is now the Society’s headquarters. 





Doane Covent & Challis Dawivon- Scotland, Ill., Sept. 1930 





“Gerard with | some of iis father: s fany i in 
Illinois c. 1930. 


Pictures from the Dawson Family Album 
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Mrs. Dawson and Gerard in the garden — about 194] 
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Gerard (center) and hometown buddy, James Wesson, 


with other Navy buddies pose in front of the White House Madame Dawson at the piano — Suffolk, VA 
in 1946. 
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Yvonne Dawson Dienne 
FRENCH PIANIST 


Auspices Norfolk Orchestral Association 


Program 
x 
UC ric RE ET ne Fantaisie in C Minor 
BACH—BUSONTL ees... Three Organ Choral Preludes 
a. Awake, the Voice commands. 
b. Rejoice, beloved Christians. ce. I call on Thee, Lord. 
2. 
Coley vaso rr: Carnaval 
3. 4 


C. DEBUSSY__.______Preludes P. DUKAS.. Sonate in E flat Minor 


a. The Maid with the flaxen hair. 1—~Moderement Vite. 

b. Dancers of the Delphi. 2.—Calme—Un peu Lent--Tres 

c. The dance of Puck. Soutenu. 

d. Minstrels. 3.— Vivement—aAveec Legerete. 
4.—Tres Lent—Anime. 


BLAIR HIGH SCHOOL, Norfolk, Va., March 31, 1930 


STEINWAY PIANO USED 
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CHALLIS HADDON DAWSON, IN THIS ONE-MAN ENTIIL 
BITION OF WATERCOLORS, SHOWS A COLLECTION 
OF PAINTINGS PORTRAYISG VARIOUS PARTS OF THE 
AMERICAN CONTINENT, 


MR. DAWSON Is THE PRESIDENT AND CO-FOUNDER 

OF THE SUPFOLK. ART CLUB, SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA AND 

A MEMBER OF THE TIDEWATER ARTISTS OF NORFOLK, 
VIRGINIA. His WORK HAS TAKEN PRIZES AT SHOWS 

IN NEW YORK, SAN FRANCISCO AND OTHERS AND IS 

REPRESENTED AT THE NORPOLK MUSEUM AND THE 

BOSTON MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, AS WELL. AS IN 

PRIVATE COLLECTION, 


A graduate of Sterling Medical School, Dr. Dawson found 
somewhere an artistic talent that he nurtured. Gerard might 
have helped arrange this one-man show in New York in 1953. 





Mme. Yvonne Dawson Dienne 


FRENCH PIANIST 


Mi. DIENNE was born in Valenciennes in the northern part 
of France. At the age of five, she began piano and at the age 
of eight was considered a prodigy by Duvernoy and Bordes. 


Her progress was remarkable. ‘She entered The National 
Conservatory of Paris at the age of nine. In 1911 she was one of the 
preferred pupils of Cortot and won the Prix de Conservatoire. Con- 
tinuing under Cortot and Chevillard for Chamber Music until 1914, 
at which time she made her formal debut May 20th at the Salle des 
Agriculteurs, Paris. She was assisted in a two piano number on her 
program by her teacher, Alfred Cortot, giving honor to his pupil. Mile. 
Yvonne Dienne gave bounteously of her talents in Chamber Music. 


From 1914 to 1918 Mile. Dienne devoted her time to concerts 
given to the Allied soldiers (French, British and American) behind the 
lines. 

In 1919 Mlle. Dienne made an extended tour of Spain; returming 
to Paris, she became the war bride of Lieut. C, H. Dawson, a physician 
with the American Expeditionary forces. ‘Chey then left for America. 


In 1922-23 Mme. Dienne accompanied Emma Calve on her tour 
of Canada and America as assisting artist and accompanist. 


Since 1924 Mme. Dienne has occupied the Chair of Professor of 
Piano at the Normal School of Music, Paris. She is also a member of 
the Franco-American Musical Society of New York City. 


The Polish Society of Paris published in “La Republique Polonaise” 
resolutions dedicated to Yvonne Dienne for her remarkable inter- 
pretation of Chopin. 


Mme. Dienne, who is now associated with the Bristow Hardin 
School of Music of Norfolk, Va., as an Artist Teacher, and was heard 
as a soloist with the Norfolk Symphony Orchestra last season, is ideally 
equipped for the concert stage. She possesses beauty and vivid per- 
sonality. This, in conjunction with her exceptional talent, stamps her 
an artist of the highest rank. 





Pages from a 1930 program. From Dawson collection SNHS. 
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Gerard Dawson, standing second from right, shown in a special 
edition of Tiffany News 1985 with his department. That 
department only sold the French Schlumberger line of jewelry. 








The following is a reprint from a SNHS newsletter United in Marriage from April 1999. 


THE JONES AND PHILLIPS FAMILIES | 


William Henry Jones, Jr. (1861-1916) was born to a family 
with deep roots in the Holy Neck district of Nansemond County. In 
the years just before and after the War Between the States the family 
was in Georgia as the father was engaged in the turpentine business. 
William Henry was born there. Some time after the War the family 
returned to their farm in Holy Neck and the young William Henry 
was educated in neighborhood schools before attending Richmond 
College. 


ey Verte ee fF... 


He was just twenty years old when he became a clerk a the 
Farmers Bank of Nansemond (the reason for Bank Street’s name) 
and he was twenty-two years old when he became Cashier in 1883. 
He became renowned for his business acumen when the Bank 
experienced amazing growth in assets under his leadership. (One : 


obituary called him “a genius,. . . . probably the greatest country —_/##8 1886 engraving shows a very busy Nansemond River wate 
baleen Avastin”) and warehouses of R. E. Jones and W. H. Jones, Jr.., Jones & Brothe 
: Company. From Pollock’s Sketchbook. 












Along with the position at the Bank, Will Jones had other 
business interests. By 1886 he and his brother, R.E. (Lee) Jones, had established Jones and Brother Company down at the wharf. They 
were the agent for Old Dominion Steamship Company. The brothers also operated a retail store selling hay, grain, coal, ice and lime. 


In 1884 he married Sallie Virginia Jones (a cousin?) and soon they undertook the building of a new home on a large corner of Col 
Copeland’s land near the end of Bank Street, at the corner of what would be Pinner Street. The Jones family had three daughters —Em_ 
Phoebe and Doris. We’I] mention Phobe and Doris in later issues. 


Down the street at the southwest corner of Bank and Franklin Streets lived the family of Horace B. Phillips (1857-1926) who was” 
from Delaware and Wicomico County, Maryland. Mrs. Phillips was the former Evalyn Whaley, probably of Whaleyville, a town that 
grew because of a lumber business. The Phillips family was engaged in the lumber business here and in South Carolina. They had three 
children — Horace Whaley, Margaret and Fred. 


[The two families were joined in 1912 when Horace Whaley Phillips married Em Jones in 1912. The young Phillips, newlyweds. 
moved to Hardeeville, South Carolina and there they continued in the lumber business. The Jones house had several owners but the 
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sold in 1941 to the 
Dawson family. It 
stayed in that family 
until it was passed to 
SNHS.] 


7 oe SNHS Note: 
deg There is. a 
We is Se Whaleyville im 
Wicomico county 
Maryland, too. That 
gosta ee ee © a Sara is the home county 
= Aaa ss ati of the Whaleys of 
Jones House - Rear our Whaleyvalll 


Jones House 


The William H. Jones house (eastside [L] and rear [R] shown here) stands at the corner of Bank and Pinner Streets. Emmie Jones who grew up @& 
this house married Horace Whaley Phillips of the Phillips (Dawson) house. This is a modified version of the French Second Empire architechare 
style used on the Phillips house. Jones house photo thanks to Horace B. Phillips, II. 


The (Phillips) Dawson house, the Jones house and one of the Pinner houses will be featured on 
this year’s Candlelight Tour December 4 & 5 


SUFFOLK-NANSEMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
= 20TH ANNUAL CANDLELIGHT, |OUR. cc 





DECEMBER 4 & 5, 2004 





Featuring 


The Dawson House c.1880 — 137 Bank Street 

The Widow Snyder House c.1880 — 212 Bank Street 
The Jones-Carmine House c.1880 — 302 Bank Street 
The Pinner-Faircloth House c.1925 - 227 Pinner Street 


All beautifully decorated for the season. 


Tablescapes featuring china from the SNHS collection as well as private collections—-Dawson House 

The Sugar Plum Kitchen with delicious homemade pies, cakes, cookies, and candy—Dawson House 

Lag Sale by local antique dealers—JonesCarmine & Dawson House 

Trees of the City decorated by local non-profit organizations to advertise their gift shops—Dawson House 

Antique and Vintage Linen Show & Sale by Fine Threads and Linens—Dawson House 

Music will once again fill the Dawson House. This time it will be the heavenly sound of the harp as 
played by Driver native, Mary Margaret Jones, former principle harpist with the Richmond Symphony 
and former piano student of Madame Dawson. At dusk, listen for the bagpipes played by Joe 


Delendeck. 


Dawson House Christmas Cards by photographer Brenda Wright will be available at the Train Station 





and the Dawson House. 
Doll House Display for grown ups who delight in small things—Widow Snyder House Also, go to the 
Suffolk Seaboard Station Railroad Museum to place your silent auction bid on a doll house and addi- 


tional handcrafted and donated items perfect for gift giving. Bidding ends Sunday evening, at 7:00. 





Advance Tickets: $12.00; Tour Days $15.00 


A tour booklet that comes with the purchase of 
your ticket is full of history and tour information. 


BBQ Dinner $6.00 Don’t go home hungry! 


On Saturday, Dec. 4, take a plate with you. 
BBQ, baked beans, coleslaw, and hushpuppies 
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Tickets available at the Train Station, Prentis ae | 
House Visitor’s Center, Riddick’s Folly, and on se 
tour days only, the Dawson House. 


Take Out Only. Curbside delivery available. 
Dawson House Garden from 4:00-7:30 p.m. 
Buy tickets now at the Train Station 
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Dawson House Front Door 


This account appeared in an unnamed local newspaper in 1912. 


Miss Jones Weds Horace Phillips 
Notable Social Event Takes Place in Suffolk Christian Church 


Suffolk, Va., Nov. 27 — One of the most notable and brilliant social events 
of the season was the Phillips-Jones wedding, solemnized tonight in the Suffolk 
Christian church at 6 o’clock. 


The principals were Miss Emmie Jones, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Jones, Jr., and Horace Whaley Phillips, son of Horace B. Phillips. 


The auditorium of the Christian church was bright with hundreds of white 
tapers and standards twined with green. The pulpit was banked in palms, ferns, 
and yellow chrysanthemums. Arches of green with festoons of yellow 
chrysanthemums were placed before the altar. 


The bridal music was rendered by Hulcher’s orchestra of Norfolk, 
accompanied by the pipe organ. 


The bridal chorus from Lohengrin was played as the bridal party entered. 


The ushers were James M. Wiggins of Winston-Salem, N. C.; J. Thornton 
Withers, A. H. Hargrave and William Truitt. 


The maids of honor, Misses Doris Jones, sister of the bride, and Margaret 
Phillips, sister of the bridegroom, entered with the groomsmen, L. Pretlow 
Holland and J. Ross McNeal of Burgaw, N. C. Miss Jones wore a gown of 
lavender charmeuse trimmed with amethysts; Miss Phillips’ gown was of lavender 


charmeuse with crystal and rhinestone trimmings. They carried LaTosca 
bouquets of yellow Taft roses. From the Phillips family album comes this 1912 wedding 
write up from unnamed newspaper as well as pictures of — 
Mrs. J. Thornton Withers, sister of the bride, was dame of honor. Her the bride and groom. Thanks to Horace B. Phillips, II. 
gown was of yellow chiffon over charmeuse, trimmed in duchess lace and 
rhinestones. 





Before the bride, flowers were strewn by the little flower girl, Sarah Withers, who scattered daisies from a gold and lavender basket. 
The bride entered with her father, William H. Jones, Jr., who gave her in marriage. 


The bride’s gown was an imported creation of white charmeuse, en train, embroidered in rhinestones and elaborately trimmed in 
duchess lace. Her tulle veil was caught with a coronet of orange blossoms. She carried a LaTosca bouquet of lilies of the valley and white 
orchids. | 


The groom, accompanied by his best man, George Robertson of Disputanta, awaited her at the altar. 
During the ceremony the orchestra played, “I Love You Truly”. 

The service was read by Dr. W. W. Staley, pastor of the church. 

The bridal party retired from the church as Mendelssohn’s wedding march was rendered by the orchestra. 


A reception was tendered the bridal party, members of the family, out-of-town guests, and intimate friends at the home of the bride’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Jones. 


The Jones’ home was elaborately decorated for the occasion in lavender and gold. Chrysanthemums, ferns and palms were used, with 
gold and green shaded lights. 


Punch was served by Misses Therese Nurney, Katharine Brothers, Elizabeth Downes, Caroline Boykin, Marie Woodward, Sallie 
Twitty, Virginia Shoop and Bessie Holland, members of the Girl’s Card Club, of which Mrs. Phillips is the first bride. 


SNHS Note — While the bride and groom named above would soon move to Hardeeville, South Carolina, the bride’s sisters stayed very close to 
home. Miss Doris Jones lived in a house in her parents’ garden (now 208 Pinner Street) and her sister Pheobe and her husband, J. Thornton 
Withers, lived in the next house (now 214 Pinner Street). 





The following article is from a 1950 special mid-century edition of the 
Suffolk News. Thanks to Michael Babb. 


Pinners Helped Rebuild Suffolk 


When Suffolk was rebuilt after the great fire of 1888, one of 
the foremost movers in reconstruction was the real estate company 
of John F. and John B. Pinner, one of Suffolk’s oldest continuous 
business establishments founded by John Franklin Pinner in 1883. 


This company opened and promoted building on Pinner 
Franklin and Bank Streets, a section known then as “New Town.” 
As a further reminder of John Pinner’s activity in this promotion it 
is recalled by old-timers that Bank Street formerly was known as 
“John Street.” 


The partnership of John B. Pinner with his father continued 
until 1942, when the business was incorporated. Dudley N. Rollings 
had joined the company in 1938, following the death of John B. 
Pinner, and at that time the corporation restored its general casualty 
and fire insurance department, which had been discontinued about 
1900. 


Third and fourth generations of the Pinner family are 
represented now, with John F. Pinner as president, John B. Pinner 
as vice president and Rollings as secretary-treasurer. The company’s 
offices removed to 119 South Main Street in 1947. 





Franklin Street was named for John Franklin Pinner as, of 
course, was Pinner Street. 
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Notes on Old Nansemond 


The following is an excerpt from an article that was given to us recently. Mr. and Mrs. Horace Whaley Phillips purchased Pembroke in 1929. It was 
sold by Mr. and Mrs. Horace B. Phillip in 1940. This article was from the Richmond Times Dispatch and was publicity for Garden Week April 1955. 
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Interesting History 
Around Pembroke 


The history behind Pembroke in © 
Nansemond County makes it one of the 
most interesting houses ever to be opened 
to Garden Week visitors. It is one of the 
two remaining U-shaped houses in 
existence in Virginia today. 


It is also one of the houses selected 
by the Historic American Building Survey 
for the records of the Library of Congress 
as being most worthy of preservation, 
because of its historical and architectural 
interest. 






This picture of Pembroke, like the one of Whitehall 
in our last newsletter, is from a calendar produced 
by the Fine Arts Commission in 1985 featuring 
works of local artists. The originals hang in the 
City Council chamber. The artist here is Tom Ross. 


Affording Pleasure 










The term pleasure club sounds a bit shady to modern ears but 
generally clubs such as Nix Club were like today’s beach house : 
People who could afford a place out of town, had one - just not se 
far out of town. 


There one could cool off in the summer, fish, hunt, or play 
cards and loosen one’s tie. They were places to relax in the open 
air and enjoy nature and one’s friends. | 


In 1897 Horace B. Phillips bought the Mount Pleasant Fishin 


~~ 


Club from a fairly large group of Suffolk men and their wives. The 
club owned land on the west side of Smith’s Creek (today, Lal 
Meade) near Savage’s Pond. This land was part of the origina 
Mount Pleasant plantation, the eighteenth century home of the 
Meades. This is now the site of Westhaven Lakes section of 
Pitchkettle Road. The president of the Mount Pleasant Fishing Club 
was Thomas W. Smith of Franklin Street who had the Confederate _ 
monument installed at Cedar Hill. Col. E. E. Holland of Bank Street 
was an owner as was William H. Jones, Jr., also from Bank Street. 
John B. Pinner of Pinner Street was another owner as was (Dr) 
Francis Skiles who built the house we talked about in our On Col. 
West’s Corner newsletter in March 2002. 


The members (other than aforementioned) were the following 
—L. W. Jordan, James C. Bell, Robert R. Smith, Luzerne P. Harper, 
George B. Walton, Merritt F. Lloyd, Edward W. Hall, James E. 
Ballard, and Charles W. Jenkins. 


Flemish Bond, with a water table rising 
about three feet over ground. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Warrington, the 
present owners, purchased the property 
in 1940 from Mr. and Mrs. Horace B. 
Phillips, just a year before it was selected 
for the records of the Library of 
Congress. 





Restoration has been conducted 
under the careful supervision of George 
W. Lewis, Williamsburg architect, who 
has made sure that all details have been 
faithfully observed. 


Named for the Earl of Pembroke, the 
house was built in 1701 by an eccentric 
English sea captain known only as Captain 
Jack, who soon disappeared under most 
mysterious circumstances leaving his 
overseer, one Patrick Wilkinson, in 
possession of the property. 


Tombstones found in a nearby 
graveyard testify that his descendants, the 
Keelings and Stringers, owned the 
plantation until 1830 when it was purchased 
by James Hunter Godwin. 


Pembroke is a story-and-a-half house 
built of old English brick. The walls are 
unusually thick and the bricks are laid in 
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The old house, like so many early 
eighteenth century places, has its ghost. He 
confines his nocturnal stumblings, however, 
to the cellar where, according to tradition. 
a veritable treasure is buried. 


The house is the real treasure here. It is owned 
by Mrs. Warrington’s niece and her family 
today. 


2004 Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society Members as of September 14, 2004 


BENEFACTOR 


Elmon T. Gray 
Nan & Charles Stockman 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Woodward, Jr. 


SPONSOR 
Jim and Dana Adams 
Miley and Jean Walker 
Joe & Nancy Webb 


PATRON 


Dr. & Mrs. George Barnett 
George & Charnell Blair 
James M. Blair 

Mary Jane Andrews Board 
Dr. Robert I. Bosman 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Brothers 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Prince Butler 
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Buckley 
Phyllis & George Cornell 
Lisa and Harry Cross 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert D’Haem 
Eley Duke, III 

Robbie and Faye Eure 
Richard & Eleanor Evans 
Virginia Hayes Hunter 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Chris Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Leggett 
M. Anderson Maxey, Jr. 
Jonie Nelms-Mansfield 

Mr. & Mrs. M. A. Northey 
Tommy & Cheryl O’ Connor 
Charles & Juanita Pond 
Martha & Curtis Saunders 
Dwight C. Schaubach 
Rebecca Reid Smiley 
Christine B. & Hubert H. Young, Jr. 


FRIEND 


Robert and Marie Baker 

Joe and Lynn Barlow 

Everett & Miriam Birdsong 

Mr. & Mrs. George Y. Birdsong 
Mr. & Mrs. McLemore Birdsong 
Art & Beverly Bredemeyer 
Allyn & Kris Brown 

Allen and Debbie Bryant Jr. 
James E. Butler, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Byrd 

Jim & Sally Caton 

Jack and Barbara Chapman 
Becky Elmore Clement 

Joe Clement 

Mrs. John J. Costello 

Rita Mehalko Costello 

Michael & Kenda Council 

Tom & Nan Coxe 

Jean R. Cross 

Carol Turner Daniels 

Mr. & Mrs. Austin T. Darden, Jr. 
Margaret & Ashby Dashiell 
Evelyn P. Daughtrey 

Sandy & Nancy Dempsey 

E. Dana Dickens 

Robert Donnelly 

Jay & Mary Alice Dorschel 
Driver Contractors, Inc. 

Bill and Hunter Duggan 

Allen & Ellen Faircloth 

Carl L. Farris, Jr. 

Henry & Joan Frazier 

Dr. & Mrs. William Fulgham 
Don and Kay Goldberg 

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Gordon 
Mrs. John P. Harlow 

Pearl and Bob Harrell 

Jack and Billie Harry 

Bert and Anne Henderson 

Steve & Sally Herbert 

Dr. & Mrs. William H. Higinbotham, Jr. 
Angus I. Hines, Jr. 

Tom F. & Martha C. Hofler 
Beau and Susan Holland 
Esther Jett Holland 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. House 
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph L. Howell, Jr. 
Kay and Bucky Hurley 





BB&T 


Farmers Bank 
O’Connor & Co., Inc. 


FRIEND 





Thanks to our Corporate Members 
PATRON 


CONTRIBUTING 
The Blair Bros., Inc. 


Duke Automotive Corp. 


J. Walter Hosier & Son, Inc. 


Birdsong Peanuts, A Div. of 


Elsie W. Jordan 
Michael & Barbara Kayes 
Dr. Mark Kerner 


Howard E. Kerpelman 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas W. Kincaid, Jr. 
Ester E Kincaid 

Betty Ann Kyle 

Mrs. Virginia F. Laine 

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Maust 
Charlotte Andrews McCutcheon 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. McLemore, III 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Phil McPhail 
David & Georgellen Monette 
Myrtle Ann Mountcastle 
Nansemond Co. Farm Bureau 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
Nansemond Tractor, Inc. 

Mrs. J. H. Newsom, Jr. 

John and Cleta Norcross 

Ann & Jack Nurney, Jr. 

Alice H. O’ Connor 

Betty and Henry Odom 

Stuart & Nancy Peace 

Sharon and Julien Picot 

Patrick Pierce 

Elizabeth V. Porter 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter D. Pruden, III 
Frances Stallings Ramsey 
Barbara Rayburn 

John and Wanda Rector 

Gayle E. Rogers 

Kit and Rusty Roller 

Carleen and Dixon Rollins 
Bonnie Russell 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Douglas Russell 
Mack and Ruth Saunders 

Mrs. Landes Small 

Pat Holladay Smith 

Geraldine P Taylor 

Mr. & Mrs. W. L. Tonkin 

Dick & Beth Trimble 

Anna Goode Turner 

Mr. & Mrs. David C. VonRump 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack W. Webb 
Ann C. Whitfield 

Chip and Nancy Wilkinson 
Euell & Dorothy Williams 
Burwell and Alvis Winslow 

N. Polk Woolford 


CONTRIBUTING 


Steve and Jan Augustine 
Robert & Sandra Babb 

Judge & Mrs. Everett Bagnell 
Bill and Annette Bailey 
Charles & Unity C. Bailey 
Mrs. Floyd R. Benton, Jr. 
Cabell & Mary Jane Birdsong 
Mrs. Yancey B. Birdsong 
James & Becky Bradshaw 
John and Vera Bright 

Mr. & Mrs. David L. Brinkley 
Jarvis Randall & Phyllis C. Byrum 
Byron and Jean Carmean 

Dr. and Mrs. George J. Carroll 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Carter, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Case, Jr. 
Frances L. Chorey 

Frances O. Cleveland 

John M. and Anne M. Council 


Birdsong Corporation 


Mr. and Mrs. John Crumpler 
Elaine L. Davis 

Elizabeth B. Dolan 

Mr. and Mrs. John Eure, Jr. 
Fred Ferrara 

Carroll Godwin Frohman 
George and Caro] Gardner 
James and Susan Garrett 
Martha Beck George 

J. Samuel Glasscock 

Ed and Karen Grogan 

Conrad & Marie Haas 
Constance Reid Happel 

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Harrell 
Howard & Jennifer Hightower 
Mr. & Mrs. Garland E Hines Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Kermit O. Hobbs, Jr. 
Mrs. O. K. Hobbs, Sr. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. N. Howe, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Howell, Jr. 
Patricia Howell 

Jo Ann S. Hunter 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen R. Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Jaffe 
William Wellington Jones 

C. Edward Kapinus 

Dr. and Mrs. H. L. Keith 
Kermit and Frances Kelley 
Beverly R. Kirchmier 

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph S. Konefal 
Grace and Jack Leach 

Anne Marston Lynch 

Joe and Cindy Manno 

Mrs. Mason Marks 

Henry T. and Ruth Miller 
Charles L. O’Dea, D.C. 

H. Hunter Odon, Jr. 

Robert and Joyce Parker 
Eleanor G. Poole 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Pond, Jr. 
Ann Story Powell 

Bill and Roberta Powell 

Mrs. Joshua Pretlow 

Joshua Pretlow, Jr. 

Peter and Phyllis Pruden 
Tracie & Jon Pruden 

Thomas & Gail F. Pruden 

Mrs. Dana Richardson 

Charles and Lynn Rose 

Anne Bradshaw Roundtree 
Mrs. Blanche E. Rountree 

Mr. & Mrs. Whitney G. Saunders 
James and Susan Seibel 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles T. Shotton 
Clyde G. Simmons 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry G. Simpson 
Holmes and Lena Small 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony W. Smith 
Bennie & Bonnie Speight 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Spivey 
Sid and Janice Thomas 

Dianne Turner 

Edward F. Unser 

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph L. Verdirame 
Jean Marie Walker 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Darden Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. H. Wentz 
James H. Wesson, Jr. 

Thad and Nancy Williams 

Dr. & Mrs. Morgan C. Wilson, Jr. 
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Jane & Forrest Wommack 
Laurabeth J. Youens 


SUPPORTING 


Charles M. & Ann B. Abernathy 
Bob and Fran Alwood 

Gene & Brenda Arthur 

Cdr. & Mrs. William B. Atherholt 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Michael Babb 
Kirk and Jinks Babey 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Babiy 
Randall Baker 

Harold and June Barrett 
John P. Beneke 

Angel Bialobrzewski 
William & Sarah Blair 

Bill Brantley 

F. J. and Betty Brinkley 
Mrs. Pretlow Brinkley 
Lynette W. Brugeman 

Bill & Sandra Bunting 

Lyn Bunting 

Laurie Burnham 

Sue P. Burton 

Mary Burton 

Ravis M. Carter 

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Carter 
Mr. & Mrs. Forrest H. Cathey 
Sue Hundley Chandler 

Mrs. Daphne S. Chapman 
James S. Chase 

W. M. Cones 

William C. Copeland 

Ella A. Cross 

Parker Cross 

Sue H. Davis 

Joe & Cathy Delendeck 
John & Deidre Dickens 

Sue Draper 

N. Robert Eason 

Glenn E. Ellis 

Anne P. Everett 

Virginia E. Fisher 

Edwin A. Friend, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Mickey Garcia 
Jane Gatling 

Pat Asbell Gervan 

Ruth G. Gordon 

Kathy Boyce Grady 

Mrs. A. H. Graham 

Audrey H. Grizzle 

Carmen & Michael Halley 
Linda Howerton Harper 
Edward R. Harrell & Donna C. Rogers 
Charlie & Donna Henderson 
Barbara Ballance Hill 
Sandra LoCascio Hollowell 
Glenn and Karen Hughes 
Rodney & Linda James 
Charles & Paulette Johnson 
John A. Johnson 

Stephen M. Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward King 
Imogen M. Klein 

Jack Kress 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Latimer, III 
Roger A. Leonard 

Dorothy A. Leonard 

Mary Norman Looney 

Joy Luther 





William J Lynch 

Mrs Jerry L. Manning, II 

Mr. & Mrs. Murray Mansfield 
Clyde V. March 

June and Lloyd March 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Meechan 
Durrell V. Mills 

Margie & Peggy Moore 

Irma R. Mottley 

Doug and Mary Jane Naismith 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Nelms 
Mr. & Mrs. John Nemish 
Donald O. Norris Jr. 

Betsy T. O’Connor 

Ms. Mary V. Odom 

Bill and Ginger Owen 

Fan G. Panton 

Lynnette Holmes Park 

Jim & Nancy Parker 

Paige Weiss & Marcus Pollard 
Cheryl A. Pisani 

Mrs. Melvin B. Poulson 

Todd & Suzanne Pruitt 
Samuel A. Pylan 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Carter Ramsey 
Dr. & Mrs. Charles H. Rawls, Jr. 
Jim & Toni Reynolds 

Barton Ruden 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Edward Russell, Jr. 
Merle W. Safford 

Mrs. Nancy Bruce Sanderson 
Richard Savage 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Savage 
Mrs. William Savage 

Charles R Sledge Jr. 

Audrey P. Smith 

Dana K. Smith 

Wenllian J. Stallings 

Frances Stauffer 

Ellen R. Story 

Mr. & Mrs. George H. Stroud 
Catherine B. Taylor 

George L. Taylor 

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Taylor 
Robert and Leila Tompert 
Joyce H. Trump 

Charles Tucker 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Carrol Umphlette 
Thomas & Effie Warrington 
Nita Watterson 

Mr. & Mrs. J. C. West, IV 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. West 
Anne H. White 

Anne Parker White 

Hazel and Jimmy White 
Richard & Sue Williams 
Ronald H. Williams 

Hollie Writtenberry 

Dorothy Youens 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Rutledge Young, III 


Student Members 


Abby Adkins 

Chris Beacham 
Meghan Brinkley 
Lauren Brown 
Tiffany Buckley 
Andy Bunch 
Darcy Crain 
Natalie Cutchin 
Courtnee Edgerson 
Melody Esmaili 
Frank George 
Meredith Gersbach 
Holly Anne Hillard 
Dani Howell 
David Hughey 
Amanda Jones 
Eleanor Kirk 

Matt Norman 
Catherine Panagopulos 
Ben Parmenter 
Charles Persons 
Martin Saunders 
Carrie Shepheard 
Danielle Waller 
Alex Willis 

Rachel Zets 


Train Station News 


This family tree of the Norfolk and Western Railroad (through 1938) was prepared by train station volunteer, Charles Sledge. 
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Postscript to our last newsletter about the Kilby family — Kilby was the name of a settlement just west of the old City of Suffolk. It was at the point 
where the Norfolk and Western Railroad crossed the parallel lines of the Seaboard and the Virginian railroads. It had a post office from July 1894 
to July 1897 with William R. Bennett serving as postmaster. Thanks to Tommy Arthur and Andy Maxey. 





Postscript: 
The Bird’s Eye View of wee in 1907 shows the house with most of its additions, 
In our June 2004 newsletter, “Gone with the Wind”, “ | wer, thoughno 
we listed the families that were named in The Virginian psd ee a 
Pilot article (9-26-03) as having bought the Nix Club is lle 
in 1914. That list was not quite correct according to Frankie 
the Certificate of Incorporation we have since found in Street. The 
our archives. Our certificate lists the following: church in the 
R. L. Woodward — President eee — 
H. L. Land — Vice President Presa 
J. T. Withers — Secretary church 
Geroge K. J. Lawshe — Treasurer 1907 but 
became a 


C. F. Taylor — Director 


G. L. Hume — Director ee en ee an synagogue 
C.J Denni ; in the 1920's when the Psst dbioie built a new church in front of the Phillipses on 
. J. Dennis — Director Franklin Street. The house on the opposite corner of Grace and Bank Streets was 


C. A. Shoop - Director demolished in 1910 for the construction of George Truitt’s mansion. 
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Dawson House News 
SPECIAL GIFTS 


Dawson House Project 
Thomas J. O’Connor, III 


~ a iid 
. me, ¢ 
THANKS TO: A "7 L si 
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- Sandra Bunting for the garden 
tools 


- the Work Crew — Lyn Bunting, 
Sandra Bunting, Jane Perry, and Hazel 
White who worked long and carefully 
removing layers of paint from the two 
tile fireplace surrounds 





Oo aa re 
. x <4 


- Sid Thomas for the wooden step stool that he crafted 


- Mary William Baines, a former student of Madame Dawson, who tuned the apartment 
grand piano which we recently received 


- Sue Burton for the wheelbarrow 
- the clean team — Susan Garrett, Sally Herbert, Janice Thomas, and Jim Moore 
- the mower men — Bill Lynch, Jim Garrett, Ben Parmenter, & Thomas Woodward 


- Hazel and Jimmy White for refurbishing two chairs from the SNHS collection room 
for use at the Dawson House 


- Joe Delendeck for the rechargeable edger 


- Kay Goldberg and the student crew for yard work 


I 
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Post Postscript 


Regarding our Wilroy picture in our August 2004 newsletter — Judge William Wellington 
Jones grew up in Driver and visited Mr. Spivey’s store at Wilroy fairly regularly. He said 
that Mr. Spivey sold huge cookies with a raisin in the center. They cost a penny and were 
sold from a big glass jar. Mr. Spivey would occasionally give young Bill Jones a cookie 
and that was quite a nice gift. 


Though the Norfolk Road (Nansemond Parkway now) was paved just before this 
picture was taken, Wilroy Road, which intersected it, was not paved until the 1940’s. 


The store burned early in the Depression and Mr. Spivey moved to Portsmouth where 
he ran an antique shop. 
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SNHS Board of Directors 


PRESIDENT 
Stephen R. Jackson 


1S? VICE PRESIDENT 
Ann Story Powell 


2NP VICE PRESIDENT 
Nancy B. Webb 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Constance Reid Happel 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
Kay B. Goldberg 


TREASURER 
Michael Babb 


ASSISTANT TREASURER 
Robert Tompert 


E. Lee King 
Carleen Rollins 
Marcus Pollard 
Susan F. Woodward 


Dawson House Committee 


Nita C. Bagnell 

Mary Lawrence P. Harrell 
Jeffrey B. Johnson 
Scherry Johnson 

Ann M. Lynch 

Elizabeth McCoury 
Thomas J. O’Connor, III 
Susan F. Woodward 


Preservation of 
Historic Suffolk Board 


CHAIRMAN 
Carleen Rollins 


Betsy W. Brothers 
Nancy A. Dempsey 
Thad C. Keyt 
Barbara N. McPhail 
Randolph A. Raines 


Train Station Committee 


CHAIRMAN 
James C. Caton 


Thomas V. Arthur 
Betsy W. Brothers 
Susan T. Garrett 
James L. McLemore III 
Barbara N. McPhail 
Charles R. Sledge, Jr. 
Sidney C. Thomas 
Robert E. Tompert 
Richard W. Trimble 
Miley W. Walker 
Percy T. Wilkins 
Susan F. Woodward 
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